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Herschler, Capitol design
work to be completed by
year’s end, officials say

By Trevor Brown
thrown@wyomingnews.com

CHEYENNE - State offi-
cialsaretargetingtheend
ofthe 2015 legislative ses-
sion tobegin major work on
the planned renovation of
the State Capitol.

Mel Muldrow told busi-
nessleaderson Friday that
the planistofinish the final
design work on the Capitol
andrelated Herschler
Building renovation proj-
ectthisyear.

Muldrowis administra-
tor of the state’s Construc-
tion Management Division.
Thatagencyispartofthe
Department of Adminis-
tration and Information.

“Ourintent afterthe
(2015) sessionistostart
moving people out of the
Capitol,” he said told the
Greater Cheyenne Cham-
ber of Commerce’s month-
ly luncheon. “Hopefully by
2016 we’llbe well into con-
struction,and we hopetobe
finished with the projectin
the springof2017.”

Lawmakers passed abill
earlierinthe yearthatcom-
mits up to $259 million for
whatisbeing called the
“Capitol Square” project.

The centerpiece ofthatis
the long-awaited renova-
tion of the State Capitol.

The National Historic
Landmark, which was
commissionedin 1886, last
saw afaceliftin 1980.

Ateamof consultants
thatspentmuchoflastyear
studying the building
found safety and structural
problemsthat they say
must be addressed sooner
ratherthanlater.

Thoseincludetheneedto
overhaul ormodernize the
heating, cooling, plumbing,
fire suppression and smoke
filtration systems.

The consultants also
found that parts ofthe
building’s stone exterior
needrepairas doleaking

damage alone overthe
Ata glallce yearshasrequired many of

the fixestothe Capitol.
State officials plan to begin “Duetohail storms,

major construction work on
the State Capitol after the
end of the 2015 legislative

properties is expected to
take at least two years.

skylights, hail damage to
theroofand dome and
otherissues.

The projectalso calls for
the renovation and expan-
sionofthe adjacent Her-
schler Building.

Thisincludesexpanding
and overhauling the un-
derground connectorbe-
tween the twobuildings
and putting up afour-story

additiontobuilding’s nothavetopay the $259
northside. million atonce. Thatisbe-

Thatisdesignedtocre-  causetheyhavestashed
atelegislative meeting away some $100 million for
roomsand officespacefor  the Capitol and related
state workersin Cheyenne. projects.

Muldrow said the state Andtomake uptherest,
hastowait until the final they arelookingtospend
designworkisdoneanda  $37.Smillioningeneral

contractoris selected be-
fore many of the plans, in-
cludingthe timeline, are
finalized.

Buthesaidtheworking  needall ofthat. Hesaid the
planistomove workers $259 millionincludes $20
intopartsofthe Herschler = millionin contingency
Building and elsewhere funds.
when the construction Thebillto approve the
takesplaceonthe Capitol.  fundingalsocreatesan

Thislikely will take oversightcommittee that
occurovertwolegislative  willmake many ofthe de-

sessions. Solawmakers

there hasbeensignificant
hail damage (there),” he
added. “Itactually pene-

session, the local Chamber of trated the dome and went
Commerce was told on allthe way through the gold
Friday. The renovation of the leafin our Capitol.”

Capitol and surrounding Rossadded thatthelack

of modern smoke- and fire-
suppression systems
leavesthebuilding vulner-
abletoadestructive and
possibly deadly fire.

tinderbox waiting to go up
insmoke,” he said. “There
arelife-safety problems:
Thereisnosmoke protec-
tion, there areno sprinkler
systems, and there areno
suitable evacuationsinthe
eventofafire.”

fund money for each of the
nextfouryears.

Muldrow saiditis possi-
ble that the state will not

signand procedural deci-

“The State Capitolisa

Rosssaid lawmakers will

alsowilllikely end up sions. That group will be
using parts of the Her- made up of Gov. Matt Mead
schler Buildingforatem-  andtoplawmakers.
porary meeting place for Rosssaid the state wants
the Legislature. tobe sureitmakesthe
Dean Fausset,directorof rightdecisionssolawmak-
the Departmentof Admin- erswillnothave torevisit
istration,and Senate Presi- the problemsinthe near
dent Tony Ross, future.
R-Cheyenne, also spoke “Thisbuildinghaslasted
aboutwhy the projectis 128years,” hesaid. “Itis
needed. ourgoal thatitlasts another
Faussetsaid weather 128.”

Cheyenne businessman
submits Republican bid
for secretary of state

EdMurray of Cheyenne filed paperwork with the
state this week to form a candidate committee for the

secretary of state’srace.

The committee allows candidates to begin collect-

ing campaign donations.

Murrayisrunning as a Republican.

Arepresentative with Murray’s campaign said
there will be additional information about his elec-
tion plans early next week.
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Expert: Kids'

By Seneca Flowers
sflowers@wyomingnews.com

CHEYENNE-National
Education Association mem-
bersneedtogetbootsonthe
ground and tell people about
the education accomplish-
mentsthey have madein stu-
dents’lives.

That was the message of
NEAvicepresident Lily Es-
kelsen Garcia, whosaid
those should include accom-
plishmentsthat cannotbe
measuredonastandardized
test.

Eskelsen Garcia spoke
Friday tothe 82nd Delegate
Assembly of the Wyoming
Education Association at
Little America Hotel and
Resort. She told the dele-
gatestheyneedtopropagate
the value of students having
hands-onexperience, as
opposed tothem remember-
ing standardized testsin
ordertomeet Common Core
standards.

Common Core standards
are avoluntary setofeduca-
tion standards designed to
ensure astudent’s gradua-
tion, proper college prepara-
tion or workforce
preparation. They are being
adopted by alistof states
across the country, though
theirstatusin Wyomingis
currently unclear.

The charismatic speaker
said she thought the Com-
mon Core standards are
great for students, butthe
standardized testing ap-
proach doesnot allow forac-
tual classroomlearning
through experience in many
areas.

The current testing ap-
proachisturning schoolsinto
factories making a consistent
productmeasured by astan-
dardized test,sheadded.
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2811 E. 13th St.
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Eskelsen Garciasaid she
hasmany favorite Common
Core standards. One exam-
pleshegave wasalanguage
arts standard requiring stu-
dentstobeabletoanalyze
persuasive speakersand
summarize the claimsby
reasonand evidence.

Shesaidifshestillhada
classroom, her students
would watch acurrent de-
bate and analyzeitand
discussit.

She said that type of first-
person participation would
allow forin-depth knowl-
edge. Butshe also sees many
other standards measured
by teststhat she doesnot

hands-on work
trumps exams

lieve we ever did this’
museum.”

She added thateducators
cannotteach creative, criti-
caland collaborative exer-
ciseswithatimeline script.

Shesaid the current test
preparation environment
exists because of misinfor-
mation spread by opponents
trying tomake public
schoolslookinefficient. Ac-
cording to Eskelsen Garcia,
these opponents of public
schools are funded by corpo-
rate for-profit charter
schools.

“We are up against people
whoown mediadynasties,”
shesaid.

think are applicable. Eskelsen Garciasaidthe 3
“Mostofthereallycritical- million-memberNEA’s se-
thinking, cretweapons

creative “"Who cares what were com-
problem- - - prised of the
solvingstan-  OMe€ kid ranks against powerof
dar1d§ o}efya another kid, against  theirpas-
multiple sionate
choicetest,” a norm. We want to hearts. She
shesaid. know what skills they calledupon
Ifthe Com- . themembers
mon Corere- have. ofthe NEAto
uired . . spread word
‘?eachers to Lily Esl.(elsen Qarma oIf)their ac-
achieveedu- NEA vice president complish-
cationgoals mentssothe
withoutforcingthemtoteach educators’successescould
acertainway, teachers be promoted and acknowl-

wouldbe abletoengagein
more effective studentlearn-
ing,ratherthanjustadminis-
tering astandard multiple
choicetestbased on aspecif-
ic Common Core textbook.
Shesaidincritical thinking, a
standardized test will not
work.

“Who cares whatone kid
ranks againstanotherkid,
againstanorm,” Eskelsen
Garciasaid.

“We want toknow what
skillsthey have. So all the
normreference tests should
beintheRipley’s‘Ican’tbe-
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edged. Shesaid thatisthe
bestway to fight against mis-
information.

Eskelsen Garciabeganher
education careerasalunch
lady and akindergarten aide.
She said her vasteducation
experience hastaughther
thatreal stories matter when
trying to persuade people of
the value of public education,
and that was what she want-
edthe NEA memberstodo.

“Go. Fight. Win,” she said
asthecrowdgottoitsfeet.

The WEA delegate assem-
bly endstoday.
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